
Marveling The Music in Movies



Instructions for THIS Unit
Please read the following information for details on this 7 week virtual unit on film: 

1. The purpose of this unit is to educate students at the middle school level on the music found in the movies. 
The topics and assessments have been created specifically for virtually learning. If you want to use it in a 
regular school setting though, go for it! 

2. Each week will have an essential question(s), learning objectives, notes for the students, and assessments. 
3. A resources slide, where you’ll find links to all the sources and assessments used in the project, can be 

found at the end of the presentation.
4. Please feel free to make a copy of this unit and use it with your students!

a. You do not have to go in order (with the exception of weeks 5 & 6) or complete every single week’s 
worth of assignments. 

5. Here are the weekly topics:
1. An introduction to film music
2. The purposes of music in film 
3. Famous composers of film music
4. Careers in the film industry
5. Musical elements and their part in film music
6. Composing music to a silent clip 
7. Reflection of the unit



Weekly 
Content

04.Careers in 
Film Industry

03.Famous 
Composers

07.Reflection 
on Film Unit

06.Composition 
project

01.Introducing 
film music 02.Purpose of 

film music

05.Musical 
elements

Teacher Hints:



Introducing 
Film Music01



Essential Question
What do I already know/understand 
about music in film? How can I expand 
on that knowledge? How does my 
understanding of film music help me to 
better understand the movie I am 
watching?

Teacher Hints:
●
●



Learning Objectives

Debate

Analyze

Discover

Read

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks

here

Task #2 Task #3

Star Wars Scene WITHOUT 
Music

Star Wars Scene WITH 
Music

Task #1

https://create.kahoot.it/share/duplicate-of-theme-movie-songs/58ba37e4-3ea2-46aa-a8bc-911a392d4b81
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tj-GZJhfBmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tj-GZJhfBmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yixG8pfncOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yixG8pfncOs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Want More? Read 
about the History of 

Film Here!

https://www.filmindependent.org/blog/know-score-brief-history-film-music/


Purposes of 
film music 02



Essential Question
What types of music are used in film 
and how does music give purpose to 
films or shows?

Teacher Hints:
●
●



Learning Objectives

Identify Analyze

Demonstrate

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks
Task #2

1

Task #3

4 

Source #1
Source #2

Task #1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ha3XYloizwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fcdzosnal0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iN2nJ5UZlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84Irg8xn4bg
https://theboar.org/2018/03/film-music/
https://www.robin-hoffmann.com/tutorials/what-is-the-function-of-film-music/
https://www.govtech.com/education/news/Music-Makes-Movies.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Famous 
Composers 03



Essential Question
How do composers become famous 
from score writing? What do they 
contribute to the film industry?

Teacher Hints:
●
●

●

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LmhB1qmFfVIh1rY7nFx3zKGIKCI-kHDs/view?usp=sharing


Learning Objectives

Identify

Share

Research

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks

Make sure your sources 
do NOT include 

Wikipedia.

Task #2 Task #3Task #1

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Famous Composers

Howard Shore

Danny Elfman

John Williams

Hans Zimmer

James Horner

Use the following link to briefly learn about these film composers:

https://www.imdb.com/list/ls000025833/


Careers in The 
Film Industry04



Essential Question
What kinds of careers does one find in 
the film industry and what credentials 
are needed to make a successful career 
in this industry? 

Teacher Hints:
●
●

●



Learning Objectives

Read

Review

Learn

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks
Task #2 Task #3Task #1

https://twp.duke.edu/sites/twp.duke.edu/files/file-attachments/film-review-1.original.pdf
https://edusson.com/blog/how-to-write-movie-review
https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/9-tips-for-writing-a-film-review/
https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/reviews/movie/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vqm5wqvAHmb-6UV5gGNNNs--fegAXRTQQey-PEjWE38/copy
https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/jobs-film-average-salary-career-paths/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Musical 
elements05



Essential Question
How do musical elements help 
composers achieve their purpose when 
score writing? 

Teacher Hints:
●
●

●



Learning Objectives

Review

Evaluate

Analyze

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks
Task #2 Task #3

three

Task #1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSNvXyuuIvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSNvXyuuIvg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Musical Elements

Instrumentation Tempo Dynamics

Melody, Rhythm & HarmoniesToneTexture



Composition 
project 06



Essential Question
How can I use elements in music to 
create my own score? 

Teacher Hints:
●

●
●



Learning Objectives

Research Compose

Share

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks
Task #2

2 

Task #3

I 
recommend trying the 

tutorials in Soundtrap to 
start (4th choice from the 

tabs at the top).

Task #1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qd9UBOHaP0o
https://help.clipchamp.com/en/articles/1673881-using-the-create-video-editor-on-a-chromebook
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19IjDeV63nYOtT19Yi1f4cdAcN479ZJ1nJVV-G5Z4dbE/copy
https://www.soundtrap.com/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy


Reflection 
on Film Unit 07



Essential Question
What has the virtual learning process 
been like for me in terms of my general 
music skills/knowledge? 

Teacher Hints:
●
●



Learning Objectives

Reflect

Compare

Compose

Rank

Students will be able to:



Student Tasks
Task #2 Task #3Task #1



Helpful Hints for Teachers
●

○

●

○

●

○

Helpful Hints



Resources 
Here are all the links to the resources used in this unit broken down by the week:

Used Every Week
● Student Journal/Workbook

Week #1
● Star Wars Scene WITHOUT Music
● Star Wars Scene WITH Music
● Movie Theme Kahoot

Week #2
● Generic Source #1 (Purpose of Music in Film)
● Generic Source #2 (Purpose of Music in Film)
● Generic Source #3 (Purpose of Music in Film)
● Where Are We? (Specific YouTube Example)
● Who Is That? (Specific YouTube Example)
● On The Edge Of Your Seat (Specific YouTube Example)
● All The Feels (Specific YouTube Example)

Week #3
● Top 10 Film Composers

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ZS8IQO3259YKyqU70dawAg6M1_89ETxIcD2m2c0ugk/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tj-GZJhfBmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yixG8pfncOs
https://create.kahoot.it/share/duplicate-of-theme-movie-songs/58ba37e4-3ea2-46aa-a8bc-911a392d4b81
https://theboar.org/2018/03/film-music/
https://www.robin-hoffmann.com/tutorials/what-is-the-function-of-film-music/
https://www.govtech.com/education/news/Music-Makes-Movies.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iN2nJ5UZlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fcdzosnal0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ha3XYloizwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84Irg8xn4bg
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls000025833/


Resources (Continued) 
Here are all the links to the resources used in this unit and broken down by the week:

Week #4
● Career Possibilities in the Film Industry
● Generic Source #1 for Tips on Writing Film Reviews
● Generic Source #2 for Tips on Writing Film Reviews
● Generic Source #3 for Tips on Writing Film Reviews
● Film Review Examples
● Rubric for Student Written Film Review

Week #5
● King Kong Fights T-Rexes (Example for Further Music Element Analysis)

Week #6
● Soundtrap Website
● Chrome Music Lab Website
● Silent Clip for Composition Project
● How to Use Clipchamp
● Rubric for Silent Film Composition Project

Week #7
● Optional Google Form for Reflection (Can Use Instead of Workbook)

https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/jobs-film-average-salary-career-paths/
https://twp.duke.edu/sites/twp.duke.edu/files/file-attachments/film-review-1.original.pdf
https://edusson.com/blog/how-to-write-movie-review
https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/9-tips-for-writing-a-film-review/
https://academichelp.net/samples/academics/reviews/movie/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vqm5wqvAHmb-6UV5gGNNNs--fegAXRTQQey-PEjWE38/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSNvXyuuIvg
https://www.soundtrap.com/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qd9UBOHaP0o
https://help.clipchamp.com/en/articles/1673881-using-the-create-video-editor-on-a-chromebook
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19IjDeV63nYOtT19Yi1f4cdAcN479ZJ1nJVV-G5Z4dbE/copy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xt6dL4DZWx5FKPHXRDTjQGcskqSCbk_qKT6aoq1uA9k/copy


THANKS

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

